
ASEAN Tourism Forum in Brunei Set for
January 2010

One of the smallest
countries in Asia is
preparing to host one of
the continent’s largest
tourism events early next
yea r  when  B rune i
Darussalam stages the
ASEAN Tourism Forum
(ATF).

This major tourism
even t  wh i ch  i s  a
cooperative regional effort
t o  p r o m o t e  t h e
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)
region as one tourist
destination will be held in
the oil rich nation’s capital

Requests to Attend ATF As Hosted Buyers Close on October 31

By Thomas E. King, TravelMole’s Travel, Tourism & Lifestyle Editor

Brunei Darussalam’s unique culture will be showcased throughout the ASEAN Tourism
Forum and especially during the gala opening ceremony.

Delegates attending ATF 2010 will be able to tee off in style over the Jack Nicklaus-
designed 18 hole golf course at the luxurious Empire Hotel & Country Club.

A visit  to  the  fascinating  water  village  of  Kampong Ayer
will be a highlight for all participants attending the ATF
conference.

‘Go into the Heart of Green’ is the thesis for the ATF Confer-
ence in Brunei, an eco-minded nation that has vast expanses
of rainforest.

This is the logo for the upcoming ATF in Brunei,
the second time the nation has hosted this

prestigious event.

of Bandar Seri Begawan
from January 21 to 28,
2010.

T h e  a n n u a l
conference incorporates
al l  tourism industry
sectors of the 10 member
ASEAN nations: Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.

Brunei which is hosting
the ATF for the second
time since its founding in
1981 intends to present
an env i ronmenta l ly

friendly conference under
the theme “ASEAN, the
Heart of Green: 10
d e s t i n a t i o n s ,  O n e
Conservation Vision”.

The venue is the newly
commissioned BRIDEX
Centre, one of the
n a t i o n ’ s  l a r g e s t
conference facilities.

Located on a prime
sea fronting site 20
minutes from the city
centre, the purpose built
exhibition centre which
features 10,000 sq. m of
display space will be able
to accommodate all
T r a v e l  E x c h a n g e
(TRAVEX) exhibitors as
well as all ATF related
meetings and activities.

Brunei Tourism has
again appointed TTG
Asia Media as event
organiser for TRAVEX,
t h e  t r a v e l  m a r t
component of the larger
ATF official programme.

ATF TRAVEX 2010 is
open to all suppliers of
ASEAN tourism products
and services as well as
buyers from around the
world and other tourism-
related establishments
promoting tourist traffic

to, among and within the
ASEAN region.

ATF buyers generally
i n c l u d e  t r a v e l
wholesalers, retailers,
agents, convention and
incentive organisers and
other establishments
dealing in outbound
travel.

Bona fide buyers of
ASEAN leisure and
business travel products
and services may be
eligible to attend ATF
2010 on a hosted basis
p r o v i d e d  w i t h
complimentary return air
t i c k e t s  a n d
accommodation.

Buyers interested in
the hosting scheme need
to complete a registration
form and a questionnaire
o n l i n e  a t
www.atfbrunei.com by
October 31, 2009.

A l l  buyers  mus t
undergo validation before
confirmation as a hosted
buyer.  Upon approval of
host ing,  an off ic ia l
invitation will be issued
and a  payment  o f
US$300 (non-refundable)
will be required as an
administrative fee.

Buyers attending ATF
2010 will be able to obtain
the latest information on
ASEAN tourism products
and services, establish
new business contacts
and learn about tourism
trends in the ASEAN
region.

A ser ies of  post
conference tours are
being planned to allow
delegates the opportunity
for first hand experiences
in Brunei and other
ASEAN nations.

Tourism officials in
Brunei are confident that
after ATF proceedings

have  ended  many
delegates will want to
discover even more
about this rainforest
covered country nestled
on the northern shore of
Borneo Island.

And with a richly
diverse natural and
c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,
centur ies old royal
heri tage, a host of
c o n t e m p o r a r y
a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,
premium golf courses,
first-class diving and
modern and efficient
infrastructure they won’t
be disappointed.
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